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of others: 'Your father comes to see the baby and wants to
sleep with me but I always send him to the other ladies.1
I am good-natured enough in all conscience, yet she is always
complaining about me. The Great Lady always seems to take
her side. Yesterday Father did not go to her room. What
does she do but send a maid to the corner door to ask him
to go and look art the baby. Then she took some medicine-
and told her husband to sleep with Silver Maid. You see how
clever she is. He was delighted, of course, and the Great
Lady didn't seem to mind. Yesterday when I was going to
my room, I got my shoes all dirty and told my maid to drive
the dog out. That displeased her and she sent Welcome
Spring to say the noise was frightening the baby. That old
fool of a mother of mine told me to stop and said she was
afraid of frightening the precious treasure. I was angry. I
said something nasty to my mother and now she has gone
off in a huff. The best thing she could do, perhaps. We can
manage well enough without that poor old woman."
Tower of Jade laughed. "How badly you have been brought
up," she said. "You should not talk like that about your own
mother."
"Well, she annoyed me. She always was deceitful and ready
to take anybody's part but mine. Anyone who will give her
half a bowl of rice can always count on her support. If anyone
gives her a* little something she likes she will remember it
with gratitude for ever. As for the other, after that baby's
birth she got our husband to stay there as if he had taken
root. If he were to make her his first wife she would throw
us in the mud and trample on us. But Heaven has eyes, and
that accounts for the baby's illness."
Then P6n IV came back. He was on his way to .the Moon
Lady's room, but, seeing the three ladies, he stopped outside
the second door and did not venture to go further. Lai An
came and said: "Ladies, P£n IV is here."
"Well, you rascal, let him come in," Golden Lotus said.
"We saw him only a moment or two ago."
Lai An told PSn IV. He put something over his head and
hurried through to the inner court to see the Moon Lady
and the Lady of the Vase. He explained that the two nuns
had given the printer forty-one taels and five ch'iens. Five

